
 

What is the difference between licenced and non-licenced asbestos removal? 

 

Throughout our recent blogs, we have covered the risks around asbestos exposure and containing or 

removing hazardous materials. We have chosen this blog to discuss the risk associated with the type 

of asbestos present in your work site. 

 

Asbestos is divided into 4 separate risk categories - High risk, medium-risk, low-risk and very low-risk. 

How the asbestos-containing materials are classed within these categories comes from the initial 

asbestos survey and asbestos testing conducted.  

 

Depending on the determined level of risk, a licenced or non-licenced removal of the asbestos may be 

required. Let’s take a further look into the distinctions. 

 

Distinctions 

 

Low to very-low risk ACMs fall within areas such as asbestos floor coverings (such as tiles), smaller 

scale asbestos textured coatings and asbestos cement that is in good condition. These are the typical 

areas of the low to very-low scale, and that can also include paints and other items with smaller traces 

not likely to exceed the concern level. 

 

The medium to high-risk ACMs is the areas around spray coatings, thermal insulation, and asbestos 

insulating boards (AIB). This can also include loose-fill asbestos and other areas that have higher traces 

of the material that can become highly dangerous when damaged or disturbed. 

 

Naturally, in both instances there comes certain levels of care to ensure you and anyone working or 

living within the vicinity are safe from exposure. 

 

Non-licenced asbestos works 

 

Non-licenced asbestos removal requires fully trained staff that are insured to undertake work on 

asbestos and have a hazardous waste carriers licence, medical and face fit testing. 

 

The paperwork required for non-licenced removal must have a risk assessment and method statement, 

a statement of cleanliness, a hazardous waste consignment note and an update of the asbestos 

management plan. 

 

Equipment required for this removal must be full PPE, segregation from others on site and the use of 

fibre suppression and H-Vac. This process is used for the removal of the non-licenced areas, which can 

include garage roofs, flooring, roofing felt and corrugated sheeting. 

 

THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT TO USE A LICENSED ASBESTOS REMOVAL CONTRACTOR. 

 

Licenced asbestos works 

 

Licenced asbestos removal includes the requirement of a fully trained staff with an asbestos licence 

from the HSE. They must be insured to undertake licenced works, be accredited, and vetted and 

compile an asbestos assessment of the required areas. 

 

Licenced asbestos removal contractors (LARCs) will have to complete both a risk assessment and 

method statement with their completion paperwork, along with a hazardous waste consignment note, 

4-stage clearance with air monitoring and an ASB5 notification to the HSE. 

 



 

Licenced asbestos removal also requires the equipment and procedures that non-licenced would utilise, 

but with extra elements such as a decontamination unit, negative pressure units and, in some instances, 

injection equipment. 

 

The high-risk areas such as spray coatings, thermal insulation and insulating boards and loose fill 

materials carry a much more hazardous level of material and should never be attempted with just the 

non-licenced requirements. 

 

Cost difference 

 

Non-licenced work costs less than licenced asbestos removal, simply because the risk is lower, the 

level of equipment maintenance and insurance costs are lower and legislation is also less strict due to 

the lower risk. Licenced asbestos removal has more safety requirements, associated paperwork and 

checks and increased insurance costs - which all raise the level of expense. 

 

Contact the team at Grosvenor Asbestos Solutions today for an asbestos removal company that helps 

you understand the difference and to provide alternative solutions to your asbestos projects. 

 

 

 

  


